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INside this issue: 36 pages celebrating another busy term at Axe Valley Academy.



Aixeministra
welcome to our FIRST AIXEMINISTRA OF THE SUMMER TERM  – This term, at Axe Valley 
Academy has sped by. I am proud to note that our students are coping with their exams with 
a calm, purposeful spirit and great maturity. We are looking forward to being able to celebrate 
their time at Axe Valley with their Leavers events next term.

Our Pre-Loved Prom wear has been a delightful initiative and I am so grateful to our wider 
community for their support. We want all of our students to feel their very best at their Prom 
and I can guarantee after a few teary moments (from the staff!), that our Year 11s will look 
absolutely wonderful on the night.

We were thankful to be able to welcome Paul Hannaford back to Axe Valley Academy to talk 
to our Year 8, 9 and 10 students about the dangers of addiction, drugs and alcohol as well as 
involvement in gangs, knife crime and county lines. Through his own experiences as a former 
addict of over 20 years Paul conveys an incredibly powerful and hard-hitting message.

Year 8 and 9 students have taken part of a series of ten creative writing workshops. The leaders 
and story mentors from The Bank of Dreams and Nightmares have worked with the students 
to develop ideas and craft their thoughts into remarkable writing and ultimately a beautifully 
finished product. A book launch at Archway Bookshop is planned. We are delighted to be part 
of this wonderful project.

Our Year 7s have continued to fill us with pride. They have enjoyed being heard with their 
own publication ‘Year 7 Out Loud’. This magazine will give future Year 7s an overview as to 
what it is really like to be a student at Axe Valley Academy. We look forward to sharing their 
work with you.

Our work with our feeder schools is absolutely key. Today as I write this, our Orchestra for 
a Day initiative is in full swing. Children from our feeder schools work with our staff and 
students to produce a concert at the end of the school day. This kind of work is invaluable, 
particularly as we have exceeded our Year 7 numbers again this year.

A look at our social media gives a view of how much we achieve as a school on a daily basis.  
I do hope you will be able to give us a follow to see all the wonderful things that happen here: 
Facebook  | Twitter: @AxeAcademy  | Instagram: studyataxevalleyacademy

I hope our students are able to recharge over the half term break as we prepare for our 
typically busy Summer Term. 

Have a wonderful break. 

Laura Jenkins | Headteacher



This term at AVA
We are very proud
Obviously we think all of our Year 7s are superstars but you may have seen our Archie R starring in an ad campaign for a 
broadband supplier (others are available!) over Easter.



This term at AVA
We are very proud
Our Matthew T completed 55km in a day. He took on this 
Conqueror Event challenge on his own. Well done Matt!

OUR SCARECROw, Cilla, created by our fabulous students, 
enjoyed great few days out at the Devon County Show. 
Congratulations all - Cilla was very much admired!

Huge congratulations  to 
our Christopher P and 
the five other members 
of East Devon Explorer 
Scouts team, pictured 
at the finish of  35-mile 
route Ten Tors event at the 
weekend. They crossed 
the finish line at 11.44 
and were the joint second 
team in their route group 
to finish. Well done all! 



This term at AVA
ProJECT FOOD
project food supports many of our young people. These 
students are making some delicious carrot cake that they can 
share at home. To find more about this wonderful organisation 
please do follow their work at www.project-food.org.uk



This term at AVA
the bank of dreams & nightmares
A group of our Year 8 and 9 students were selected to be part of a series of ten creative writing workshops. The leaders and 
story mentors from The Bank of Dreams and Nightmares work with the children to develop ideas and craft their thoughts into 
remarkable writing and a beautifully finished product. A book launch in Archway Books in Axminster is planned very soon. 
Our students had great fun this week. In these images the students are using their “highlighters of awesome!” We are delighted to 
be part of this wonderful project.



This term at AVA
We were thankful to be able to welcome Paul Hannaford back to Axe Valley Academy to 
talk to our Year 8, 9 and 10 students about the dangers of addiction, drugs and alcohol 
as well as involvement in gangs, knife crime and county lines. Through his own own 
experiences as a former addict of over 20 years Paul conveys an incredibly powerful and 
hard-hitting message. 







If you or someone you 
know would like to be part 
of our Alumni campaign, 
please contact Mr Scott, our 
Assistant Head,
email: jscott@axevalley.uat.
ac. We’d love to hear about 
the journey you have been on 
since leaving AVA. 

NEWS

alumni
Parents, carers, friends and 
grandparents... we need you! 
We are trying to re-establish 
our PTFA. We have so many 
ideas for community events 
we wish to hold and reinstate, 
such as the Minster Challenge. 
If you would like to play a 
part, please do get in touch 
with our School Business 
Manager, Jacky Lomax 
(jlomax@axevalley.uat.ac) 

p t fa







music

Follow us  | Twitter: AVA_CreativeArts | Instagram: AVA_CreativeArts

At our Summer Term Orchestra for a Day event, children from our surrounding schools work with 
our staff and students to produce a classical concert at the end of the school day. This is a unique 
orchestral experience which we are delighted to host.

Year 7, 8 and 9 have all been working on ensemble performances in this term, Year 7 with 
a focus on chords and melody, Pop Ballads for Year 8 and a free choice ‘Build a Band’ project 
for Year 9. Every lesson is buzzing with instruments and singing! Year 10 have been working 
really hard on their GCSE course, preparing for their ensemble performance at the end of the 
year, and we wish Year 11 the best of luck with their Music exam coming up.
We had a fantastic orchestra day this week with local primary schools, and another great time 
was had by all at Powderham Castle on the 21st April.

Extra-curricular life has been busy as ever as we 
prepare for a Waffle House Takeover on 14th July and a  
Summer Concert on Tuesday 18th July. 



Facebook: @AxeAcademy  | Twitter: @AxeAcademy 
@AVA_CreativeArt  | Instagram: @AVA_CreativeArt
@studyataxevalleyacademy

ava
creative arts

Performing Arts 

Summer 
Showcase

Tuesday 18th July
Time tbc | Axe Valley Academy

everyone welcome



as THIS HALF term comes to end it stands out as one of the wettest 
periods I can remember at the Axe Valley. Students in our Yr 11 
CNAT Sport Science group have handed in their final pieces of 
coursework and we wish them well for their results in the summer. 
The Yr 10’s received some positive news recently being given some 
extra time to complete their coursework due to a number of their 
lessons being impacted by strike action.

On the sporting front we are meant to be in the height of our athletic 
season but due to the weather we haven’t managed to get outside 
consistently for the students to hone their athletic skills. We have 
clubs on Tuesday and Thursday lunch times and one session after 
school on a Tuesday which all are very welcome to attend.  
East Devon Schools Athletic Championships take place Thursday 
June 22nd at Exeter Arena and students need to post a good distance, 
time or height to gain selection and attend this great schools 
occasion.

Early on this half-term we selected nine students to attend the East 
Devon Athletics Trials held at Exeter Arena and all students who 
attended performed really well. Four students Jenson M – 200m, 
Uriel W – discus, Rachel D – shot/discus and Lily AB – discus gained 
selection for the match vs Exeter Schools where all have gained 
selection for county trials in June and we wish them all good luck in 
the next round.

U15 cricket returned last week with a game against Honiton College 
held at the Mountbatten playing fields. The boys were buzzing about 
their first fixture and full of enthusiasm to be back out in the middle 
representing the Academy. We won the toss and decided to field 
first – the boys did their best and restricted Honiton to a large total 
and then fought hard for the runs they scored. All agreed part of a 
learning curve that they will take into the next game they play.

Miss Walker and I accompanied the Yr 7’s to the annual Super 8 
athletics competition held at Kings on Monday night. Seven of the 
local East Devon Schools sent teams competing in many events 
the results I will be able to give at a later time. A big well done to 
all those who took part hopefully it will inspire the students to get 
to practice so we are prepared for the East Devon Schools Athletic 
Championships.

Please remember that if you are leaving this term any trainers, 
moulded studded boots or school PE kit you no longer want would 
be gratefully received by the PE dept. There are lots of clubs on at 
present and we want everyone to attend there is no better way to 
spend your lunch than with your friends having fun at lunch playing 
and enjoying sport.

Have a great half-term remember you need the same kit for next half 
term as the activities will be striking and fielding. Enjoy the weather 
and stay safe. Dave Owen, Head of PE

Follow us  | Twitter: @AVA_Sports

PE



ART OF THE MONTH

Follow us  | Twitter: AVA_CreativeArts | Instagram: AVA_CreativeArts

Y10 HOUSES



ART OF THE MONTH

Follow us  | Twitter: AVA_CreativeArts | Instagram: AVA_CreativeArts

holly S Y10 eva j Y10

stephanie-rose H y10 jonas H y10



ART OF THE MONTH

Follow us  | Twitter: AVA_CreativeArts | Instagram: AVA_CreativeArts

Lily A-B y9

ruby s y9



ART OF THE MONTH

Follow us  | Twitter: AVA_CreativeArts | Instagram: AVA_CreativeArts

audrey C y7

liam m y7ellie m y7

freya d y7paul y7



FOOD

year 7 
Practical dates and ingredient lists



FOOD

year 8
Practical dates and ingredient lists

 

 

 

 

  Year 8 groups 
  BBQ Skewers 
8W Thurs 15th June 
8V Tues 20th June 
8Y Mon 12th June 
8U Fri 16th June 
8X Tues 13th June 
  Chicken Wraps 
8W Weds 5th July 
8V Tues 4th July 
8Y Mon 10th July 
8U Tues 11th July 
8X Tues 11th July 
  Summer Cookies 
8W Thurs 13th July 
8V Tues 18th July 
8Y Thurs 20th July 
8U Fri 14th July 
8X Thurs 13th July 

BBQ Skewers 

 

1 chicken breast cut into bite-sized 
chunks 

Wooden skewers 

Optional: 

Pineapple/onion/peppers 

Mushrooms/courgette 

Halloumi/ Aubergine 

BBQ sauce (school provides) 

 

Chicken wraps 

 

1 tbsp mayonnaise 

1 tortilla wrap  

1 tsp nut-free green or sun-dried 
tomato pesto 

50g leftover roast chicken or 
turkey/can tuna/boiled egg 

40g veg, such as shredded lettuce, 
grated carrot, sliced tomatoes 
cucumber/onion/ avocado/ 
sweetcorn 

 
 
 
 

Summer Cookies 

 

50g butter, softened 

25g caster sugar 

75g self-raising flour 

 

Optional: 

Lemon zest/Lime zest/orange zest 

Freeze dried berries 

Chocolate chips 

Desiccated coconut 

Dried fruit/berries 

 

 



FOOD

year 9
Practical dates and ingredient lists



D&T Our fab and groovy yr8s and their tie dye!



D&T



D&T Our BRILLIANT yr9s  and their mark making preparations for their keyrings.



the following 
activities happen each 
week in the library:
monday: Bookworm Buddies

tuesday: Chess Club

wednesday: Manga Club

thursday: Quiet reading

FRIday: Movie Club

https://axevalley.slls.online/
CHECK US OUT:

library news

Daisy Goodwin Flash 
Fiction Prize for young 
women. Judges are 
looking to reward 
intense, exciting, and 
original prose, inspired 
by the visual arts.

The Daisy Goodwin Flash Fiction 
Prize will draw upon one of the 
College’s greatest resources The 
Women’s Art Collection, the largest 
collection of art by women in 
Europe. Students are encouraged 
to write a maximum of 250 words 

about the famous Dame Paula Rego 
painting, Ines de Castro.
The fictional entries can be based on 
the historical facts of the painting, 
the myth, or writers can let their 
imaginations run riot and be 
inspired by the artwork.

The submissions will be judged by 
screenwriter and novelist  
Daisy Goodwin, Dr Leo Mellor 
English Fellow at Murray Edwards 
College, Cambridge and  
BBC Culture Editor, Katie Razzall. 



The journey begins with you
Our DofE students meet with Mr Knott. Do contact him if you are 
interested in getting involved.

Last week 22 students from Year 10, and 3 from Year 9 successfully completed their Bronze qualifying expedition.   
Our students left Uffculme School ascending up through the Blackdown Hills, to a warm welcome and the great 
facilities of Forest Glade campsite. They camped and cooked in the 5 acre field, before getting an early start on Saturday 
with most up and preparing breakfast before 6:30am! They then wound their way down to Hemyock for a timely finish. 
The quality of navigation, hiking and campcraft was excellent, and our expedition providers ‘Chase Training’ commented 
on how the entire group were more like experienced ‘Silver’ DofE candidates rather than ‘Bronze’. 
The majority of the year 9 Bronzes are completing their preparations for their qualifying expedition near Huish Woods 
Taunton on June 29th and 30th 2023. I hope that the weather and the navigation will be just as good!

Chris Silver DofE Award holder

“I can’t believe I achieved it!”

Discover new skills, help the community, make friends and achieve something really special. 
For anyone aged 14-24.

DofE.orgDofE.org @DofE theDofE theDofEUK DofEUK

The Duke of Edinburgh's Award (the DofE) is a Registered Charity No: 1072490, in Scotland SC038254 and a Royal Charter Corporation No: RC000806.  07/12/20 DW

Contact: 



The journey begins with you



The journey begins with you



ANTI-BULLYING
AMBASSADORS

aURAYA-MAY A
10VM

poppy n
10do

Rhys H
10rb

James J
10VM

Joey J
10lm

Megan C
10rb

Morgan S
10rb

Olivia S
10lM

Emily B
10rb

Fletcher D
10rb



senD at ava

int   e g r ity    |  k indn    e ss   |  pe r s e v e r anc   e

#small
but

mighty

How to contact us:

jkyberd@axevalley.uat.ac 	 AHT and SENDCo
gcooper@axevalley.uat.ac 	 SENDCo and EHCP/ 
	 Assessments and Annual Reviews 
ttresserras@axevalley.uat.ac 	 Assistant SENDCo Transition  
	 and New Students 
ecollins@axevalley.uat.ac 	 Hub Manager 

Devon Information Advice and Support
01392 383080 | devonias.org.uk

SEND



attendance at ava
Introduction to Attendance Administrator: 
My name is Emily Gabb. I was previously a student at 
Axe Valley and have really enjoyed coming back here as 
a member of staff. My role as Attendance Administrator 
includes monitoring attendance and sending out the dreaded 
attendance letters! At a basic level, I look at how many absences 
there have been, what the reasons for them are, and then based 
on this and the overall percentage (and historical attendance)  
I decide whether an attendance letter needs to be sent. 
Therefore, I am probably not your favourite member of staff! 
I understand that attendance isn’t the easiest subject to talk 
about and can be frustrating, but if you ever have any questions 
or concerns about it, I am more than happy to chat over the 
phone or via email and answer any queries you may have:

01297 32146
egabb@axevalley.uat.ac

Why is attendance important?
Good attendance sets students up for success. The better 
their attendance, the more subject areas they are covering, 
and the more well rounded their education will be. As well as 
this, good attendance will mean more opportunities to make 
friends, meet new people and be involved in extra-curricular 
clubs and activities. 

att  e nd   today    |  achi   e v e  tomo   r row

#small
but

mighty

If a child misses

1 day per fortnight 
(90% attendance)

1 day per week
80% attendance

2 days per week
60% attendance)

3 days per week
(40% attendance)

that equals...

19 days per year

38 days per year

76 days per year

120 days per year

which is...

4 weeks per year

8 weeks per year

16 weeks per year

24 weeks per year

Over 13 years of  
school that’s...

Nearly 11/2 years

Over 21/2 years

Over 5 years

Nearly 8 years



HOUSES at ava

If you need the support from our House charities or would like to find out 
more, please visit their websites:

RNLI – Royal National Lifeboat Institution – Saving Lives at Sea
https://rnli.org/

Axminster and Lyme Cancer Support - Axminster and Lyme Cancer 
Support – Providing support for everyone living with and beyond cancer
https://axminsterandlymecancersupport.co.uk/

Headlight – Our Services – Action East Devon
https://www.actioneastdevon.org.uk/headlight/



r.w. DACK & sons ltd

est. 1965

building & roofing contractors
jcb digger hire

	 A family run business (established in 1965).  

	 Work carried out across East Devon including:

	 •	 Repairs

	 •	 Extensions

	 •	 Renovations

	 •	 Refurbishments

	 •	 Flat and Pitched Roofing

	 •	 Excavations and Groundworks

Tel: 01297 20817
Email: rwdackandsonsltd@gmail.com

Registered Office Address: 97 To 101 Harepath Road, Seaton, Devon, EX12 2DX
Company Registration number: 09279034

VAT Registration number: 202 6228 51



#small
but

mighty

Axminster Eats Boutique returns to Axminster to build on its 
success of 2022. 

2023 will see the return of the popular street food event markets piloted last year. Unique 
Boutique Events is again partnering with Axminster Guildhall to stage 4 Axminster Eats 
Boutique street food markets on the forecourt of the Guildhall. The markets pop up on the 
4th Friday of the month starting on 26 May. 

Street food is all about fresh ingredients cooked there and then. Be drawn in by the 
aromas of pizza baking in a wood Þred oven, meats sizzling on the bbq and ßash fried 
noodles. Feast your eyes on the colours of salads and the spectacle of cuisine cooked just 
for you. Street food isn’t fast food but its affordable. Come and take a culinary journey 
around the world and join us at the community dining table. 

Our market directly supports up to 6 small businesses and a number more that supply us. 
By coming along to an event and making a purchase you are supporting all of these 
livelihoods. WhatÕs more, itÕs free to enter because we feel that everyone should be 
invited to the Þnest table in town under the big Devon sky. Its all served up with a huge 
dose of smiles - we just love what we do, and we want to invite you to love it too. 

At the same time as Axminster Eats the Guildhall will be hosting a craft market of local 
makers and live music on the stage, making the whole building come alive. 

Join us for an evening of local talent and global ßavours on the 4th Friday of each month. 
Axminster Eats Boutique takes place on 26 May, 23 June, 28 July and 25 August, from 
4pm - 9pm each evening, or until the food runs out. Please visit the website for more 
details and join the conversation on facebook and Instagram. 

website: https://www.uniqueboutiqueevents.co.uk/axminster-eats-boutique/ 
Facebook: @UniqueBoutiqueEvents 
Instagram: @Unique_Boutique_Events 
WhatÕs app:  07970 857696 

The Vending Shed 
•	F resh Local Farm Milk & Milkshakes
•	H omemade Cakes & Sausage Rolls
•	S weets, snacks & many farm shop items  
	 available in the vending machine
•	 Open 24hr

The Vending Shed, Moleavon, Axminster, EX13 5PF

www.thevendingshed.co.uk

# pa  r tofo    u r comm    u nity  

Website: www.axminsterprinting.co.uk  Email: sales@axminsterprinting.co.uk
Address: Axminster Printing Co. Ltd. West Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5NU

Printing & Design Services

Axminster Printing Co Ltd
Tel: 01297 32266

Not just a Printing Company....         Established in 1969

Leaflets, Posters, Booklets, Books, Labels, Tags, Menus, Banners, 
Magazines, Canvases, Order of Services, Headings, Business 
Cards, Appointment Cards, Compliment Slips, Headed Cards, 
Bookmarks, Invoice and Order Forms, Delivery Forms, Folders, 
Vouchers, Loyalty Cards, Wedding and Business Stationery, 
Plans, Prints (any Size up to A0) and so much more....

• Art supplies for the student or hobbyist
• Card making materials
• Lots of craft products and activity sets for children

Stationers

Art & Craft Supplies

• Student Essentials
• Computer Inks & Toners
• Business Machines
• Packaging Supplies
• Filing Products
• Office Stationery
All your stationery needs in one place!

 

AXMINSTER PRINTING
COMPANY LIMITED
Not Just a Printing Company . . .

 

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES GUIDE

Established in 1969

01297 32266
www.axminsterprinting.co.uk

CONTACT US

Telephone: 01297 32266

Website: www.axminsterprinting.co.uk

Email: sales@axminsterprinting.co.uk

Axminster Printing Company Limited
West Street, Axminster 
Devon, EX13 5NU

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday: 09:00am - 17:00pm
Saturday: 09:00am - 13:00pm

 



Axe Valley Academy Chard Street, Axminster, Devon, EX13 5EA 
telephone: 01297 32146  | email: admin@axevalley.uat.ac | www.axevalley.uat.ac
Facebook  | Twitter: @AxeAcademy  | Instagram: studyataxevalleyacademy

21
09
23 

9.30&11.30am

6 – 8pmFacebook & Twitter: @AxeAcademy  | Instagram: studyataxevalleyacademy

#loOK AT US NOW!

#small
but

mighty

S M A L L  S C H O O L  |  L A R G E  EX  P E C T A T I O N S  |  G RE  A T  RE  S U L T S


