INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Over 50 pages celebrating another busy term at Axe Valley Academy.



WELCOME TO OUR FINAL AIKEMINISTRA OF 2022 — There has been no let up in the vast array of events here

at Axe Valley Academy. It is literally non-stop and we love every minute of it as a community.

Our Year 7s are well and truly part of the family here. With every event I see, I find it hard to remember
a time when they weren’t part of AVA life, whether it be music, drama, art, food, crafting or writing,
they are absolutely throwing themselves into the activities here with gusto!

It has been particularly special this term to be able to come together as a school and honour traditional
dates in the school calendar. Remembrance was a moving event. To see our school congregate in perfect
silence was very special. We were proud of our students who honoured events in the community on
11.11.22. To receive such special recognition from our local clergy for the conduct of our House
Captains Caitlin and Kyran was especially heartwarming (see page 3).

Our second Christmas in the Quad, was a fabulous event and got us into the festive spirit from day
one in December! Residents from our local care home enjoyed the performances of our choir and
musicians. Our students did us proud by manning the craft stalls selling AVA wares. The hot chocolate
and gingerbread stands were very popular once again. Our raffle had amazing hampers as a result of
the generous donations from our community, This event is definitely set to become a regular for our
calendars. So, thank you, for supporting it.

The last few weeks have been so busy with musical events, sporting competition, trips and preparation
for our production of Bugsy. This edition of Aixeministra should give you a snapshot of the wonderful
things that happen here on a daily basis.

In addition to our social media, you can keep in touch via our new website, so please do bookmark:
www.axevalley.uat.ac

I do hope that you are all able to get some well earned rest.

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year.

LAURA JENKINS | HEADTEACHER




THIS TERM AT AVA

PROUD MOMENTS...

ON REMEMBRANCE MORNING e met as a school to honour those who gave the ultimate sacrifice. Mrs Jenkins spoke of the history
of the two-minute silence and the significance of the poppy. Our house captains read beautifully, and our students observed in
perfect stillness. Thank you to all who bought their poppies from our reception this year, we raised £56.00 for the British Legion.
#wewillrememberthem
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IN FLANDERS FIELDS
by JOHN McCRAE

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky

The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

'We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie,

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.




PROUD MOMENTS...

TWO OF OUR HOUSE CAPTRINS rcpresented our school in the
community. We were delighted to receive the following letter:
Dear Mrs Jenkins

What a privilege and delight it was to have Caitlin and Kyran
with us this morning. They were so polite and charming and
ready to help.

Initially they availed themselves to ensure that everybody, we
had 100+ plus, had an Order of Service (we ran out,) and then
helped all the school children, representatives from the 6 primary
schools within the area, to ‘plant’ the named poppy crosses into
our Garden of Remembrance.

I was sorry that, after the photo shoot, in the mallei after the
service, I was not personally able to thank them. Please do pass

my very grateful thanks onto them.
Yours faithfully

Fr Geoffrey
Chaplain and Honorary Secretary RBL Axminster Branch

OUR CORAM HOUSE CAPTAINS
were proud to hand over the
£80 raised on their card stall at
Christmas in the Quad today.
Mary Kahn from Axminster
and Lyme Cancer Support met

with our students, and they
hope to make further links
when the charity set up home
opposite our school next year.

#SMALL

MIGHTY
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We are very proud of Jess, our House Captains and |8 friends who walked
| 8k for Brain Tumour Research to honour the memory of their friend.

TOTAL RAISED
£1245

THANKYOU TO EVERYONE FOR
THEIR GENEROUS SPONSORSHIP




Year 11 History students donned their cowboy boots and hopped on a stagecoach to
experience the American West in a Day’ experience at the American Museum and Gardens
in Bath. Students were given the chance to handle genuine historical artefacts from 19th
Century America, including Stetsons, gold pans and bear traps (1) before touring the
museum rooms to see how different groups of people lived as the United States expanded
Westwards in the 1800s. Students returned with a greater understanding of the diversity of
experiences the period and invaluable insights that will help in their summer GCSEs.
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CHARLES HALL

CASEWORKER AND COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT

I currently work for Anna Firth MP, Member of Parliament for
Southend West. My office is based in the Houses of Parliament and I
have a dual role as Anna’s Senior Parliamentary Caseworker and also as
her Communications Officer.

As a Senior Parliamentary Caseworker, I am ultimately responsible
for ensuring the 66,000 residents of Southend West have their
concerns addressed by their MP in the best way possible. I am
regularly dealing with major cases involving international elements,
severe criminal incidents, complex health service matters, or
multiple Government departments.

This may also require attending meetings with Government Ministers
and Southend City Councillors, as well as organising constituency
surgery appointments in Southend. Most recently, I met with the
Home Secretary to talk about nitrous oxide abuse.

Alongside this, I manage a Junior Caseworker who deals with other
matters including highways and passports.

In this role, I am also responsible for major project delivery relating to
the NHS in the constituency. This has included helping to secure

111 new paramedics, 11 new ambulances, and a 12-bed extension to an
A&E department.

As a Communications Officer, I am responsible for social media and
press relations. This includes writing social media posts, organising
media opportunities, attending interviews, preparing press briefs,
writing statements and publishing articles. Alongside this, I manage
a Junior Communications Officer who operates our Facebook and
Twitter streams.

I also advise the Children’s Parliament Project and recently organised
the first Children’s Parliament Select Committee in Westminster which
covered water sustainability. The Children’s Parliament is opening
democracy to 7 —11 year olds and involving them in debates around
some of the most important issues of our time.

A
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¢ THEN...

The subjects you studied at Axe Valley (GCSE and/or post 16):

I studied English, Maths, History, Geography, R.E., Chemistry, Physics, and Biology
at GCSE level. At A-Level, I studied English Language, Politics, and Psychology.

The year you left Axe Valley: 2017

The name of any further college/university or training provider.
What did you study or train in:

From September 2017, I studied Politics and International Relations at the University
of Exeter. I graduated with a 2:1 in 2021, after taking a placement year at Devon
County Council to join their Democratic Services and Scrutiny Teams.

Explain what you have done since leaving Axe Valley:

After leaving Axe Valley and attending the University of Exeter, I joined Devon County
Council as a Members Services, Committee, and Civic Support Officer.

This was a multi-faceted role working across a variety of departments. Duties

include organising committee meetings, formulating and publishing agendas, taking
minutes, administering grant processes, policy research, carrying out legal & DBS
checks, assisting the Royal Household in award ceremonies, data analysis and general
administration. Alongside this, I was an Axminster Town Councillor and Vice Chair of
the Planning Committee. Duties include chairing meetings, advising fellow Members
on processes, voting on policy; and hosting public meetings.

In March 2022, this all ended after I was offered a job in London. I now live near
Canary Wharf and have loved every moment so far.

Explain how Axe Valley helped prepare you for the next stages in your life?
(e.g. opportunities you took, experiences, teachers, lessons, enrichment, volunteering etc).

Axe Valley was integral in my journey. Firstly, the level of personal care teachers show in
the classroom.

Far from the detached and ruthless education we all might fear when heading into
secondary school and GCSE’s, Axe Valley is about around a very personal style of
education. Teachers don’t just show interest in what you are studying, but why are you
studying it and what makes you tick. I always had my ambitions and interests catered
for, with great teachers such as Mr. Perks and Mr. Knott ensuring that these were
nurtured for.

I also involved myself in a variety of extracurricular activities, including being a prefect,
leading to the student union, writing for the school newsletter, and attending a regular
debating club. Whilst the classroom is always the most important place, attending
these on the side puts you in a much better place for university and work — I know Axe
Valley has more on offer than ever before, so encourage everyone to attend!

Volunteering was a massive part. One of our greatest moments in the school was
organising the Dementia Friends Christmas meal in 2016. Together, we managed to
secure free food and entertainment for a dozen local and elderly residents who had a
Christmas to remember.

Tips/Advice you would give current students to help them to prepare for life after
AVA (e.g. preparing them for their next steps, how they can maximise their time
at school, etc).

Leap at every opportunity. Sometimes growing up in a small town might feel quite
claustrophobic, but I can assure the local area has so much to offer — both in and out
of school. You should say yes to as much as possible that is offered to you as it will
enhance your knowledge and understanding of the world. Whilst you're having fun,
you'll be making yourself even more attractive to future employers and universities.
Don't be afraid to go above and beyond, reaching out to things you might think are too
far-fetched. In 2015 I secured some work experience in Westminster — I was terrified,
but I went for it. In my UCAS application, it gave me a massive edge over other
candidates, so every minute was worth it.

Finally, networking. It is without doubt the most important skill you could ever learn.
Summon whatever confidence you can muster and really get to know people — you can
do this at any age and one day it will pay you off when you need a favour!

A




Parents, carers, friends and
grandparents... we need you!
We are trying to re-establish
our PTFA. We have so many
ideas for community events
we wish to hold and reinstate,
such as the Minster Challenge.
If you would like to play a
part, please do get in touch
with our School Business
Manager, Jacky Lomax
(jlomax@axevalley.uat.ac)

‘We have an exciting new
project happening here at
Axe Valley Academy. If you
or someone you know would
like to be part of our Alumni
campaign, please contact Mr
Scott, our Assistant Head,
email: jscott@axevalley.uat.
ac. We'd love to hear about
the journey you have been on
since leaving AVA.




THIS TERM AT AVA

Thank you to Axminster Rotary who provided us with the
crocus bulbs to plant. The purple crocus flower is a symbol
of the polio vaccine. The colour purple signifies the colour
dye used on the little finger of a child who has received their
life saving polio drops on mass polio immunisation days in
many countries. These plants wilkcontinue to flower each
year to create a fantastic purplq)é:fpet display and remind
us of the international project happening worldwide to
eradicate po io. F kQu to our wonderful Year 7s for
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PERFORMING ARTS

AVA
STAGE
SCHOOL

TUESDAY: 3.30prMm TO 5.00PM
ALL YEARS
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PERFORMANCE DATES
FORYOUR DIARIES:
Ist, 2nd, 3rd March 2023

Follow us | Twitter: AVA_CreativeArts | Instagram: AVA_CreativeArts



YEAR 7 have been getting into the festive spirit, learning
keyboard skills whilst playing Christmas tunes! So many
students have got involved in our extra curricular clubs and
peripatetic lessons which is fantastic.

YEAR 8 have been learning the 12 Bar Blues and forming
their own bands. They’ve all had a go at writing their own
Blues lyrics too. Onto Rock ‘w’ Roll next term! -

YEAR 9 ha

a series of World Music wo
rumming, Calypso and Samk
Christmas fusion music em

THURSDAY 8:) DECEMBER 2022
AXEVALL;Y ACADEMY | 4:00pm

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS Mmlmlm SONG PRESENTED BY:

ll AXE VALLEY . \C \D[M\ 5 TE \LL[\ CU\IMUNIT\ ORCHESTRA

excellent start on VALY ACADEMY ¢ T AXE VALY COMMONITY ORCHES A
.

ation and-have had fun

& SHUTS PRIVIARY SCHOOL

w. axelmﬁy devon.sch.uk! | 01297 32146

a-curricular world, things have been very busy
ur Year 7 Cello Club has over 20 members. The
erham Castle Trip was a huge success, Bugsy Malone
rehearsals are well under way and our Axe Valley Voices
and Band came together to perform at Christmas in the
Quad, along with a couple of soloists. Nearly 100 students
enjoyed watching ‘Wicked’ the musical in London and the IT'S CHRISTHAS! SING YOUR HEART OUT!
following day, The Axe Valley Voices joined with Axminster Asmimter Primary Acaeny  Year § Bram Group Jimgi st

and Colyton Primary schools to perform at ‘Sing Your
Heart Out’. Many of our students performed at the Waffle
House before all coming together for our wonderful festive
Christmas Concert in the Minster. Q ’ Aelanutdiciia Senglis Al S gl T
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Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas » ‘
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CHRISTMAS IN THE MINSTER

Congregation Congregation
ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL

Congregation Congregation
ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL

And our eyes O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and God of God, Light of Light First Verse Solo: And our eyes

a Jefferies

Once in royal DavidSs city Ac last shall see Him triumphant! Lo, He abhors not the Virgins womb

First Verse Solo: Ezra Jefferies O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and God of God, Light of Light

Once in royal David's city Ac lastshall see Him triumphant Lo, He abhors not the V

lowly carele shed Through His own redeemin O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlchem  Very God Stood a lowly cartle shed Through His own redeeming love O come ye, O come ye, to Bechlchem  Very God
amother laid her baby For that child, so dear an Come and behold Him Begotten, no cre There a mother laid her baby For that child, so dear and gentle Come and behold Him Begorten, nor created
« for His bed Is our Lord in heaven above Born the King of Angels In a manger for His bed Is our Lord in heaven above Born the King of Angels
s that mother mild And He leads His children on Refrain Mary was that mother mild And He leads His children on Refrain
Jesus Christ her litle child To the place where He is gone Refrain: Jesus Christ her lile child To the place where He is gone Refrain:
O come, let us adore Him Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation O come, let us adore Him Sing, choirs of angels,sing in exultation
He came down o carch from heaven Not in that poor lowly stable O come, let us adore Him Sing, all e ciizens of heaven above! He came down to carth from heaven Not in that poor lowly stable O come, let us adore Him Sing, all ye citizens of heaven abovel
Who is God and Lord of all With the oxen standing by O come, let us adore Him Glory o God Who s God and Lord of all With the oxen sanding by O come, let us adore Him Glory to God
And His shelrer was a stable We shall see him but in heaven Christ the Lord! In the h And His shelrer was a stable We shall see him but in heaven Christ the Lord! In the highest

And His cradle was a stall Set at Gods right hand on high And His cradle was a stall Setat God's

ight hand on hig
With the poor, and mean and lowly When like sears, his children crowned Refrain

With the poor, and mean and lowly When like stars, his children crowned Refrain

Lived on carth our Saviour holy Al in white shall wait around. Lived on carth our Saviour holy Allin white shall wait around

READING: Luke 2: 1-7 Skinny Love - Birdy READING:
Read by Brennan Walker Megan Reed & Ava Evans

ke 2: 1.7 Skinny Love - Birdy
Read by Brennan Walker Megan Reed & Ava Evans

 Axe Valley Voices READING: ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas — Clement Clarke Moore Axe Valley Voices READING: ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas — Clement Clarke Moore

Evening/All on a Silent Night - Read by Natasha Vincent & Ezra Jefferies Oh How Lovely is the Evening/All on a Silent Night - Read by Natasha Vincent & Ezra Jefferies
Trad/l"eckv Slagle Mayo Trad/Becky Slagle Mayo
Snowman — Sia Snowman - Sia
When Christmas Comes to Town — Moore & Hall Alex Tulloch, Sophie Locke, Ezra Jefferies & Megan Reed When Christmas Comes to Town — Moore & Hall Alex Tulloch, Sophie Locke, Ezra Jefferies & Megan Reed

All You're Dreaming Of - Liam Gallagher Jingle Bell Rock — Bobby Helms All You're Dreaming Of - Liam Gallagher Jingle Bell Rock — Bobby Helms
Bea Cloud Emily Parkinson & Jwana Daowd Bea Cloud Emily Parkinson & Jwana Daowd

La Valse ¢ Amélie — Yann Tiersen Merry Christmas ~ Ed Sheeran & Elton John La Valse ¢ Amélie ~ Yann Tiersen Merry Christmas ~ Ed Sheeran & Elton John
Taliah Marais Olivia & Amelia Baker and Jasmine & Isabelle Parker Taliah Marais Olivia & Amelia Baker and Jasmine & Isabelle Parker

Christmas Concerto — Mozart Christmas Concerto ~ Mozart

Jingle Bells — Trad. Jingle Bells — Trad.
Amelie Bright & Sophie Bevan Niamh Lampey & Sydney Sleeman Amelie Bright & Sophie Bevan Niamh Lampey & Sydney Sleeman

3 String Sleigh Ride — Peter Martin 3 String Sleigh Ride — Peter Martin
Year 7 Cello Group Year 7 Cello Group
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THANK YOU FOR COMING TO OUR CONCERT THIS EV
WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS.
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WE WANT GIRLS T0 HAVE EcuAL OPPORTUNITIES
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CIVE US THE
CHANCE To PLAY

WE UANT THE
CHANCE To PLAY
FOOTBALL TN SCHooL

GAMECHANGERS

FooTBALL IS
FOR GIRLS Too
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WE NUMBER
4 56 MILLION
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PLAY
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FEMALE FUTURE

DIS(DVEP Hou YOU CAN HELP
ENGLANOFOOTBALL.com JLETGTRISPLAY
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0““ Bml.l.lm" YR 7S makmg their own Chrlstmas tree decoratlons' Our Frlday soc1al .-99 qv" _
;; media posts with these students and their happy faces; are proving to be very popular, S8 '

' leach week. #weareava #smallbutmlghty
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Bread rolls

g strong plain flour, (brown or
white)

Half a packet of fast acting yeast
Large pinch of salt
150m/ warm water

Flour for rolling

Savoury Muffins

113g zelf-rising flour (wholemeal or white)
25ml il

T5ml semi-skimmed milk

legg

30g cheddar cheese

Y small courgette

Y4 small onton

You will also need 6 muffin cazes and a suitable
container.

may substitute the above =redleuta for
nilar, ie., peppers instead
1-dried tomatoes, b

choose anything with a hi rater content




Year 8 groups Vepgetarian Quesadilla

Vegetarian Quesadilla
Weds 18th Jan 2 tortilla wraps
Tues 17th Jlan 1 thsp of ail

Mon Sth Jan
Fri 12th Jan Choice of your own fillings:

Thurs 12th Jan Onion

Cheese
Dutch apple cake Pepper

Woed 1st Feb Spring onion
Tues 31st Jan Sweetcorn
Mon 23rd Jan Chilli

Fri 27th Jan Garlic
Thurs 26th Jan Herbs

Dutch Apple Cake

100g caster sugar
100g soft margarine

2 eggs

100g self raising flour

1tsp baking powder
1 eating apple

1tsp cinnamon

2 tsp demerara sugar

+ Do not forget a 20cm Cake Tin

_Practical dates and ingredient lists




1 pack of rexdy made shortcrust pastey
| medinm sxrad potate

I camrot

Y red pepper

I emalt onicn

et Fui,_ LI

| handfial of grated cheddar chesss

2 tosp Bour for dustmg *

. = -

legg
2 cloves garlic
2 thsp alve ol ®
1 txp dirsed mined herbs
Meathalls B Sauce Pinch of sall and pepper *
Fon the meatbally *achool provades
o7 beel mimnce

1 medinm free-rang

1 garlic clove

| ttesp vegetabie ol

walt and pepper

For the snice

#00sz tin chopped bomaloes
1 tp dried mixed berbs

| s caster suga

| garlic clove

_Practical dates and ingredient lists
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THE DUKE
OF EDINBURGH’S

Bronze

Congratulations to Phoebe,
Maisy and Willow for
achieving their DofE Bronze
Awards.Well done! —
you have worked really hard

for this.
SMALL SCHOOL
LARGE EXPECTATIONS
GREAT RESULTS

Discover new skills, help the community, make friends and achieve something really special.

For anyone aged 14-24

DofE.org @uooe  @umeooe @ wmooer @ oo

Contact:

Emnze
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CHRISTMAS

1st DECEMBER 2022

* CAROL SINGING ¢ STUDENT CRAFT STALLS ¢« HOT DRINKS ¢ SNACKS ¢ LIVE MUSIC
A FABULOUS COMMUNITY EVENT FORALL
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y & The Forgotten Abbey i /f_;
waf! Thickening, menacing fog shrouded the valley floor leading to the derelict abbey. Mysteriously, a full

WS oon lit the way through the large, dense forest. As twisting, decaying branches cast shadows, claw >'<

ﬁﬁ! like hands moved in the strengthening breeze. To the left of the abbey entrance, a tenebrous, grotesque £
W™ statue lurked in the half-light. Inside, great stone pillars and arches stretched upwards towards the )

darkening, autumn sky where the roof would have been hundreds of years ago. Behind the abbey's
protective, towering, brick wall was an abandoned graveyard; dead ivy intertwined through the cracks

of the gravestones of the forgotten dead.

! Dol 2
2nD: KITTYV — 8NF

The trees whispered to each other as I stepped
through the rusted, creaky gate. I didn't shiver
as the fog swirled around my legs like fire,
dancing up past my knees. The callous wind
whistled as I trekked through the graveyard.
As tenebrous as it all was, I stalked closer to
the clandestine castle. I reached the stairs
quickly, yet I had walked so slowly to get here.

The moon stared down at me, ravishing in my

unshown fear, as I walked up the stairs, giving
myself as much time alive as possible. I wasn’t
ready to die, was I?
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The trees were brown and bare while their leaves

laid on bumpy, colourless, dead lichen. Blinding §

Jfog covered the landscape as the crows cried in '

the dim, tenebrous shadows. Obnoxiously, the
|r |

L tree’s roots encroached all over the mossy forest
\ Sfloor. Mysterious moonlight loomed and we

i
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\
were surrounded by an ethereal glow during ™
such an eerie night. The air was crisp and cold b h
which created frost on the sad, dead, droopy )
leaves. Vicious wolves in the distance could be

heard faintly howling to the fully lit moon. It

was petrifying, yet somehow comforting, to hear
nature’s children of the night sing.

ONSTOOUR WINNERS 76 2l who entered, you obviously really enjoyed this competition —
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Year 7 House Points
Average points per pupil

¢ Chudleigh ¢ Anning

Year 9 House Points
Average points per pupil

¢ Chudleigh ¢ Anning

Year 11 House Points

Average points per pupil

HOUSES AT AUA

Year 8 House Points
Average points per pupil

¢ Chudleigh ¢ Anning

¢ Chudleigh ¢ Anning

Year 10 House Points
Average points per pupil

¢ Chudleigh ¢ Anning



HOUSES AT AVA

If you need the support from our House charities or would like to find out
more, please visit their websites:

RNLI — Royal National Lifeboat Institution — Saving Lives at Sea
bttps://rnli.org/

Axminster and Lyme Cancer Support - Axminster and Lyme Cancer
Support — Providing support for everyone living with and beyond cancer
bttps://axminsterandlymecancersupport.co.uk/

Headlight — Our Services — Action East Devon
bttps://www.actioneastdevon.org.uk/headlight/
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R.W. DACK & SONS 1LTD

EST. 1965

BUILDING € ROOFING CONTRACTORS
JCB DIGGER HIRE

A family run business (established in 1965).
Work carried out across East Devon including:
* Repairs

¢ Extensions

* Renovations

Refurbishments

Flat and Pitched Roofing

Excavations and Groundworks

TEL: 01297 20817
EmaAIL: rwdackandsonsltd@gmail.com

Registered Office Address: 97 To 101 Harepath Road, Seaton, Devon, EX12 2DX
Company Registration number: 09279034
VAT Registration number: 202 6228 51
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AXE VALLEY ACADEMY Chard Street, Axminster, Devon, EX13 5EA
telephone: 01297 32146 | email: admin@axevalley.uat.ac | www.axevalley.devon.sch.uk
Facebook | Twitter: @AxeAcademy | Instagram: studyataxevalleyacademy




